The Rally Report!! The Rally Report!! The Rally Report!! The Rally Report!!

All done and finished!!! The European Rally 2007 in Germany is over, a pity really!!

It was so great to have the whole of Europe as a guest! And all the things you experience with so many guests out of all the different countries.

The start went routinely enough- the arrival of the participants was planned for Saturday and this meant that transfer from airports and train stations had to be taken care of. First surprises came with England. Two members of the English team got stuck in the flooding over there and didn’t make their flights. After that a young lady from Armenia landed late in Munich and could only hope she’d catch another flight to Dusseldorf.  On top of that a few bags got lost in the thick luggage jungle of the airlines and needed 1-2 days before they found their way back to their owners. So we got some toothbrushes, toothpaste etc. to cover the basic needs and hoped for the best. But when the entire luggage of a Norwegian family is missing and the 8 weeks old daughter is running out of nappies it’s starting to get interesting. But we wouldn’t be the Rural Youth if we had not managed all those little problems. 

After these little turbulences we celebrated the official opening of the Rally 2007 on Sunday! There was a big programme for the week and our only hope was that the weather would keep! But save for a few exceptions we were quite lucky. The international buffet that evening though had to be moved into the hall because rain was threatening and it would have been a pity to have all the delicious food getting wet. There were some great presentations and a lot of work had gone into the decorations. By the time you got around to try all the delights that the teams had to offer the next morning was already dawning. But then, who needs sleep when the atmosphere is right and the party is booming?

Monday brought a new working method to some of the participants. We offered an “Open Space” for different subjects and to some people this was a new way of working on a theme. Still there was great participation and the results were quite impressive.

In the afternoon a round trip through Münster was scheduled and after that we were invited to a BBQ with a pig on a spit at the Havichhorst Estate by the WLV (Westfalian Farmers Association). The harmony group “Six Pack” from Münster performed for us again after their great success at the official opening. I think they might have gained quite a number of international fans, just mention “Gummy bears”!!!  Departure at 11pm only to go back to the great hall at Düsse where partying, dancing and chatting went on until early morning. 

Tuesday was the day of action games. Skill, talent and teamwork were the keys to success. There were High voltage wires and acidic lakes to be overcome, high towers had to be build, and the teams had to proof that they could stand together. Many great games that were to show the participants their individual strengths and weaknesses and how teamwork could be used to achieve greater results. 

In the afternoon these results were analysed in workshops. Subjects for this were, participation, communication and networking. 

At night the national performances were on the programme. Each team worked out a short presentation to give a glimpse into their home country. We were shown some customs and traditions but also got some facts and the typical characteristics of the different countries. There were a lot of great contributions, some of them with quite detailed choreographies. Sleep is a waste of time at the Rally. You want to party and have fun up until the next day! 

Wednesday was excursion day and we had organized three different tours. 

The first tour went to Berlin. This was for the members of the general assembly. Programmed was a tour of the Reichstag and a sightseeing tour, also a meeting with representatives of the various political parties. This was an exchange of ideas on youth association work in Europe, it was just a pity that not every party was represented. On Thursday the general Assembly was held in Berlin! 

The second tour went north. We visited Claas/ Stute in Hamm and the Pott’s brewery in Oelde. After a big westfalian lunch at the brewery the tour went on to Humana in Everswinkle to get some dessert. Cream desserts, milk and ice cream were sampled after the factory tour! 

The third tour going south started with a short walk at the Möhnesee and a tour of the Warstein brewery. After some lunch at the brewery this group went on to see a family fun swimming pool and the Seissenschmidt firm that produces steel elements. This tour was finished off by a meeting with the mayor of Bremke. 

After the north and south excursions the participants went to their host families. It is a nice tradition of the Rally, that the participants spent one day of the week in a host family so they can get a more intense impression of the host country and its people. This of course was also a chance to catch up on a bit of sleep, but the host families had so many great activities planned that one day was far too short. 

Thursday night, all the participants and host families were invited to a social BBQ. A lot of the families came and some stayed late into the night. A wonderful night and again was it early morning when the last participants got to bed. 

Friday morning a last session of workshops was held. Subjects were: evaluation, “all different, all equal”, a rally song was written, and advertising video for rural youth was taped and a recipe book for Europe was produced. 

On Friday night “the final dinner” was celebrated. 150 people dressed up to the last in a festively decorated ballroom in Bad Sassendorf. It can be truly breathtaking when so many young people celebrate such an event. We had a lot of fun and there was a great atmosphere. The celebrations went on and on, first in Bad Sassendorf and then at the Düsse. 

Saturday we had to bid farewell. After such a great week with so many new impressions and acquaintances it wasn’t easy to say goodbye. Let’s hope that the contacts and friendships that were made will last and help to bring Europe a bit closer together. Maybe there will be some reunions at another event of Rural Youth Europe and of course, there will be another Rally next year, this time in Switzerland. Could be that there are still spaces left. I’ll be there anyway, because such a Rally is just great! 

See you then, 

Yours Olaf

